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Best Small Business (for companies with a turnover of less than £1 million)
Judge's Tips

The judging panel will consist of representatives from Barclays, South London Business and individual category sponsors. The judging panel has tried to make entering the Lambeth Business Awards 2012 as simple and as easy as possible. 

When thinking about completing your entry form, remember that this is your opportunity to shine. The judges will collectively have to read through hundreds of entries, and therefore you need to make sure your entry stands out. It is essential that you provide all the information the judges need to assess your entry.

Here are some tips from the judges:

· Make sure that you allocate enough time to complete the application. 

· Read the application form and the rules before starting to complete your entry. This way you will answer the questions being asked and not the question you think you are being asked! 

· Imagine you are one of the judges and think through what you would need in order to understand a business and its entry. 

· The judges may not be familiar with your industry so please avoid jargon and acronyms.

· Be succinct and don't waffle! 

· Quote real figures in your entry; if you cannot substantiate it, don't include it.

· When you have completed your entry, ask someone else to proofread it for clarity, grammar and style 

· Do not provide web links as evidence. The judges do not have time to view individual websites.

· Include everything in your entry.

· And Good Luck!

Please use a font size between 10 and 12 points for your answers.

You’re Details

Company Name: ………………………………………………………………………

Company Address: ……………………………………………………………………
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……………………………………………………… Post Code: …………………….
Your Name: ……………………………………………………………………………. 
Job Title: …………………..……………. Telephone…………………………………

Website: …………………………………………………………………………………
Email: …………………………………………………………………………………….

Your Business

1. What is the main activity of your business?
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       Retail/Wholesale                        Manufacturing                       Distribution/Logistics 
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       Utilities/Construction                  Creative

             Financial & Business Services 
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       Health & Social Care                 Telecoms/Technology            Hospitality, Leisure, Travel 
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        Other. Please specify……………………………………………………………………………
2. How many years has your business been operating? ……………………………
3. Into which band does your turnover fall? (£)
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       0-100,000
                 100,000 – 500,000               500,000 – 750,000               750,000 – 1m


[image: image16.emf] 

 

[image: image17.emf] 

 

[image: image18.emf] 

 

        1m – 5m                      5m – 10m                             10m+
4. In total, how many staff do you employ? ................................


5. Which Borough Council do you pay your business rates to? ……………
1. Please describe your products or services? (1 page)

2. Please describe what makes your business stand out? (1 page)

3. Please describe how you develop and deliver your products or services? (1 page)
Judges Tip: We would like to see how your business operates and how you provide your product/services.
4. Please explain the impact or benefit of your product or service to your customers? (1 page)
5. Why do you think you should win this category? (1 page)
6. Please describe how your business has had a positive impact on Lambeth’s economy? (Local jobs, local procurement etc). (1 page)
7. Please provide two examples (to be attached as Word or PDF documents) of your work to support your entry (2 pages).

8. Over to you? (1 page) (Judges Tip: Sell yourselves! On this page you can tell us all the things about your company we haven’t asked about but that you might want to tell us. Unusual stories, testimonials etc)
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